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1- What is an economic sector

An economic sector can be defined as a grouping of businesses that have similar characteristics,
within the economy. This division of the economy into various sectors provides economists with
an effective method to assess economic activity and calculate the contribution of different types of
employment to the overall economic output, as measured by the gross domestic product (GDP).

Business activities are sometimes divided into the public or private sector. The public sector
comprises businesses that are directly managed by the government, while the private sector
encompasses businesses that are owned by individuals or corporations, rather than by the
government. However, economists usually categorize the economy into three main sectors:
primary, secondary, and tertiary. These classifications are based on the relationship of each
sector with raw materials utilized in production. Finding that the three-sector model didn’t
adequately capture modern jobs, economists introduced a fourth sector, known as the
quaternary sector.

2- Four sectors of economy

Here’s a closer look at each of the four economic sectors:

Primary sector: The primary sector comprises businesses that produce or collect natural
resources. This includes agriculture, mining and quarrying, forestry, and the oil and gas industry.

Secondary sector: Businesses in the secondary sector process raw materials into finished
products. All processing, construction, and manufacturing jobs fall into this sector, including
aerospace manufacturing, automobile production, textile production, shipbuilding, chemical, and
engineering industries,

Tertiary sector: Also known as the service sector, the tertiary sector comprises service providers,
including retail sales, transportation, insurance companies, restaurants, tourism, entertainment,
legal services, health care, and financial services.

The quaternary sector or quaternary industry is the economic activity based on the intellectual or
knowledge-based economy. This involves work that conceives, creates, interprets, organizes,
directs and transmits with the help and support of scientific and technical knowledge. The
foundation of this type of activity is creation. It is the sector of mind, knowledge, and skill. It
creates value for society from technology applications or human ingenuity.

3- Activity :

In this extract from David Lodge’s novel NICE WORK, Robyn Penrose, a university
English lecturer, is accompanying Vic Wilcox, the managing director of a manufacturing
company, on a business trip to Germany. She looks out of the aeroplane window, and begins
to think about the essentially English act of making a cup of tea.



Sunlight flooded the cabin as the plane changed course. It was
a bright, clear morning, Robyn looked out of the window as
England slid slowly by beneath them: cities and towns, their
street plans like printed circuits, scattered over a mosaic of tiny
fields, connected by the thin wires of railways and motorways.
Hard to imagine at this height all the noise and commotion
going on down there. Factories, shops, offices, schoals, beginning
the working day. People crammed into rush hour buses and
trains, or sitting at the wheels of their cars in traffic jams, or
washing up breakfast things in the kitchens of pebble-dashed
semis. All inhabiting their own little worlds, oblivious of how
they fitted into the total picture. The housewife, switching on her
electric kettle to make another cup of tea, gave no thought to the
immense complex of operations that made that simple action
possible: the building and maintenance of the power station that
produced the electricity, the mining of coal or pumping of oil to
fuel the generators, the laying of miles of cable to carry the
current to her house, the digging and smelting and milling ol
ore or bauxite into sheets of steel or aluminium, the cutting
and pressing and welding of the metal into the kettle's shell,
spout and handle, the assembling of these parts with scores
of other components — coils, screws, nuls, bolts, washers, rivets,
wires, springs, rubber insulation, plastic trimmingss then the
packaging of the kettle, the advertising of the kettle, the market-
ing of the kettle to wholesale and retail outlets, the transporta-
tion of the kettle to warehouses and shops, the calculation of its
price, and the distribution of its added value between all the
myriad people and agencies concerned in its production. The
housewife gave no thought to all this as she switched on her
kettle, Neither had Robyn until this moment, and it would never
have occurred to her to do sa before she met Vic Wilcox.

(David Lodee: Nice Work!

a- Comprehension :

z. What is the key point that this extract is making about economies?
. Inlines 4-7, Robyn sees examples of the economic sectors, what are they?
C. .

The long sentence in lines 11-28 lists a large number of operations belonging to

the dlfferent sectors of the economy. Classify the 18 activities from the passage
according to which sector, they belong to:

Adv:\rtl‘smg products _ calculating price_ distributing added value_ marketing products
packaging products_ smelting iron _ assembling _ cutting metal_ laying cables_ milling r_netal

d. Can you think of three im iviti
portant activities to add to each list( no ily i
relation to the text) ? (ot necessaryin



