
Introduction to ICT in ELT 

By the end of this lesson, you should be able to: 

• Introduce the role and impact of ICT in English language teaching (ELT). 

• Explore key concepts and tools in ICT for ELT. 
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 Introduction 

  ICT, or Information and Communication Technology, encompasses various 

digital tools, resources, and techniques used to support and enhance language 

teaching and learning. These technologies facilitate access to a vast array of 

educational content, promote interactive and collaborative learning experiences, 

and enable efficient communication between educators and students. 

  Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has transformed various 

fields, including education, by providing innovative tools and platforms to 

enhance teaching and learning experiences. In the context of English Language 

Teaching (ELT), ICT can play a pivotal role in facilitating language acquisition, 

improving student engagement, and providing personalized learning experiences. 

The integration of ICT in ELT involves the use of digital resources such as 

multimedia content, online collaboration tools, and language learning applications 

to support and enrich the teaching process. This lesson aims to introduce students 

to the fundamental concepts of ICT in ELT and explore various tools that can be 

effectively utilized in the classroom. 

 ICT Tools in ELT 



Several ICT tools can be utilized to enhance English Language Teaching. These 

tools can be categorized into different types based on their functionality and 

application: 

1. Microsoft 365: This suite of applications, including Word, PowerPoint, 

Excel, and Teams, offers a range of tools that can be used for creating 

lesson plans, delivering presentations, and facilitating collaboration among 

students. For example, Teams can be used for virtual classrooms, enabling 

real-time interaction and discussion. 

2. Google Workspace: Similar to Microsoft 365, Google Workspace includes 

tools such as Docs, Slides, Sheets, and Classroom. Google Classroom is 

particularly useful for managing assignments, providing feedback, and 

organizing class materials. Docs and Slides can be used to create interactive 

and collaborative documents and presentations. 

3. Learning Management Systems (LMS): Platforms like Moodle and 

Blackboard provide comprehensive solutions for managing course 

content, tracking student progress, and facilitating communication 

between teachers and students. These systems offer various features such 

as quizzes, discussion forums, and grade books that support the teaching 

and learning process. 

4. Language Learning Apps: Applications like Duolingo, Babbel, and 

Rosetta Stone provide interactive and gamified language learning 

experiences. These apps use adaptive learning techniques to tailor content 

to individual learners' needs, making language acquisition more engaging 

and effective. 

5. Multimedia Resources: Incorporating multimedia content such as videos, 

podcasts, and interactive simulations can enrich the learning experience 

and cater to different learning styles. Websites like YouTube and TED-Ed 



offer a plethora of educational videos that can be integrated into ELT 

lessons. 

 Best Practices for Integrating ICT in ELT 

   Plan and Prepare: Thoroughly plan lessons that integrate ICT, ensuring that 

the chosen tools align with learning objectives and enhance the teaching and 

learning experience. 

  Engage Students: Use ICT to create interactive and engaging lessons that 

motivate students and encourage active participation. 

  Provide Support: Offer students guidance and support in using digital tools, 

ensuring they can navigate and benefit from the technology effectively. 

 Key Components of ICT related to ELT 

   Hardware: Devices such as computers, tablets, interactive whiteboards, and 

smartphones are essential for implementing ICT in the classroom. These tools 

enable students to engage with digital content and participate in online activities. 

   Software and Applications: Various software programs and applications are 

used to facilitate language learning. Examples include: 

• Word Processing Software: Microsoft Word, Google Docs for creating 

and editing documents. 

• Presentation Software: Microsoft PowerPoint, Google Slides for 

creating interactive presentations. 

• Language Learning Apps: Duolingo, Babbel for practicing language 

skills. 

    Internet and Online Resources: The Internet is a crucial component of ICT, 

providing access to online resources, educational websites, and social media 

platforms. Teachers can use these resources to supplement traditional teaching 

methods and offer students additional practice opportunities. 



 

 Conclusion 

The integration of ICT in English Language Teaching presents numerous 

opportunities for enhancing the learning experience. By leveraging digital tools 

and resources, educators can create more engaging, interactive, and personalized 

learning environments. However, it is essential to recognize and address potential 

challenges, such as ensuring equitable access to technology and providing 

adequate training for teachers. As the field of ICT continues to evolve, staying 

updated with the latest tools and best practices is crucial for maximizing the 

benefits of technology in ELT. By embracing ICT, educators can not only improve 

language acquisition but also prepare students for the digital world. 
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