Social Media for Language Learning

‘TikTok as an Example”

Detailed Analysis
Introduction

The article begins by highlighting the growing influence of social media,
particularly TikTok, among various age groups in Malaysia. It emphasizes
TikTok's popularity and its potential as a tool for language learning, especially

among Generation Z1.
Methodology

The study involved 110 diploma students from a Malaysian public university.
Data was collected through an online survey and interviews to gauge students'

perceptions of using TikTok for English language learning?2.
Findings

1. Advantages:

o Engagement: Students found TikTok's short, engaging videos to be
a fun and effective way to learn English.

o Accessibility: The platform's ease of access on smartphones allowed
students to learn at their own pace and convenience.

o Authentic Content: TikTok provided exposure to authentic
language use, including slang and cultural references, which
enhanced learners' understanding of real-life language use.

2. Limitations:



o Superficial Learning: The emphasis on short, quick videos led to
concerns about superficial learning, where students gained surface-
level knowledge without deep understanding.

o Distraction: The presence of non-educational content on TikTok
could be distracting and reduce the time spent on actual learning.

o Quality Control: The varying quality of language learning content
on TikTok made it challenging for learners to identify credible and

accurate resources.
Recommendations

1. Curated Content: Educators should curate and recommend specific
TikTok videos that align with their teaching objectives and learning
outcomes.

2. Supplementary Tool: TikTok should be used as a supplementary tool
rather than a primary method of instruction.

3. Critical Evaluation: Students should be taught to critically evaluate the

content they encounter on TikTok to ensure its accuracy and relevance.
Conclusion

The article concludes that while TikTok has significant potential as a language
learning tool, it should be integrated carefully, considering its strengths and
weaknesses. Educators need to identify beneficial videos that align with specific
learning objectives and recognize TikTok's role in reinforcing ongoing knowledge

rather than replacing traditional teaching methods.

Detailed Summary of the Article: "Integration of TikTok in Language

Learning: Perceptions of ESL Learners"



The article "Integration of TikTok in Language Learning: Perceptions of ESL
Learners," authored by Hazirah Huda Mohd Zuraini, Naginder Kaur, and Siti
Faridah Kamaruddin, explores the potential of TikTok as a supplementary tool for
English language learning among ESL learners at a Malaysian public university.
The study involved 110 diploma students and used an online survey and

interviews to gather data on their perceptions and experiences.
Introduction

The study begins by addressing the increasing popularity of social media,
specifically TikTok, among younger generations. It highlights the potential of
social media platforms to serve as innovative tools for educational purposes,
particularly for language learning. The authors emphasize that understanding
students' perceptions of using TikTok for language learning can provide valuable
insights for educators seeking to integrate digital tools into their teaching

practices.
Methodology

The research employed a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative data
from an online survey with qualitative data from interviews. The participants were
110 diploma students who used TikTok for learning English vocabulary. The
survey included questions about the students' usage patterns, perceived benefits,
and challenges of using TikTok for language learning. Interviews were conducted

to gain deeper insights into the students' experiences and opinions.
Key Findings

1. Advantages of TikTok in Language Learning:
o User-Friendly Interface: Students found TikTok's interface easy to

navigate, making it accessible for all users.



o Engaging Content: The short, engaging videos on TikTok captured
students' attention and made learning enjoyable.

o Flexible Learning: TikTok allowed students to learn at their own
pace and convenience, outside the traditional classroom setting.

o Exposure to Authentic Language Use: TikTok provided students
with exposure to real-life language use, including slang, idioms, and
cultural references. This helped them understand how the language
1s used in everyday contexts.

2. Limitations of TikTok in Language Learning:

o Superficial Learning: The emphasis on short videos led to concerns
about superficial learning, where students gained only surface-level
knowledge without deep understanding.

o Distraction: The presence of non-educational content on TikTok
could be distracting and reduce the time spent on actual learning.

o Quality Control: The varying quality of language learning content
on TikTok made it challenging for students to identify credible and

accurate resources.
Recommendations

The authors provided several recommendations for educators considering the

integration of TikTok into their teaching practices:

o Curated Content: Educators should curate and recommend specific
TikTok videos that align with their teaching objectives and learning
outcomes.

o Supplementary Tool: TikTok should be used as a supplementary tool
rather than a primary method of instruction. It can reinforce classroom

learning and provide additional practice opportunities.



« Critical Evaluation: Students should be taught to critically evaluate the

content they encounter on TikTok to ensure its accuracy and relevance.
Conclusion

The article concludes that TikTok has significant potential as a language learning
tool due to its engaging content, accessibility, and exposure to authentic language
use. However, it should be integrated carefully, considering its strengths and
weaknesses. Educators need to identify beneficial videos that align with specific
learning objectives and recognize TikTok's role in reinforcing ongoing knowledge
rather than replacing traditional teaching methods. The authors suggest further
research to explore the long-term effects of using TikTok for language learning

and its impact on students' language proficiency.



